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considered indispensable wherever large operations were to be
undertaken. His poor young wife Maria saw little of him, and
was for ever imploring him to come home and attend to his
family affairs. For she had thoroughly fathomed Pope Clem-
ent's design; and, in a letter to her husband in 1523, shows
how bitterly she felt this crafty plan of the Pope's, and the
certainty that sooner or later Giovanni's life would be sacri-
ficed. But Giovanni was not to be got away from the stirring
life of the camp and the great game of war. For a little time,
Lowever, during a pause in the military opeiations, he was
persuaded to retire to Reggio, where Maria was delighted to
get him to herself for a few months, and induce him to lead
a quiet life, occupying himself with field sports. It was prob-
ably at this time that Titian's portrait of him was painted.
At Reggio, attracted by his fame, there gathered lound him
quite a small court of notable men; among these was Pietio
Arctmo,- a man more in his element in the baneful atmos-
phere of the court of Charles V than in the wholesomer air of
camps, but between whom and Giovanni delle Bande Ncic a
strong friendship soon grew up. But this time of rest at Reggio
did not last long, and Giovanni was soon a^ain in the field
Shortly afterwards Maria writes to him still more strongly
than before, pointing out Pope Clement's artifices, and how
he was arranging to attack Ancona, and sending Giovanni in
command of the expedition, solely with the object of keeping
him continually employed, and in the hope that he would
eventually be killed in battle. But poor Maria's tender ex-
hortations fell on deaf ears.

Early in 1525 Fiancis I made his great invasion of Lom-
bardy, and Giovanni delle Bande Nere, in command of the
contingent furnished by the Pope, joined the French King
before Pavia, to take part in the siege. Ten days before the
battle of 24th February, Giovanni, while reconnoitring the
enemy, was severely wounded by a round shot and his lep
broken, and was carried to Piacenza. Then ensued the grear